
                   EVIDENCE AND LOGICAL STANDARDS 
 
 I. Evidence defined: facts, opinions and values used as proof. 
 
 II. Types of data used as evidence: 
 
  A. FACTS:  contentions that are claimed to be based on direct observation -- always a descriptive 

statement, not a value judgement.    
   1. Examples. 
   2. Statistics. 
   3. Descriptive historical statements. 
  B. VALUES:  expressions of the worth, goodness, or desirability of something. 
  B. OPINIONS:  expert and non-expert explanation or interpretation of facts and/or values (adds a level  
   of inference). 
 
 III. Logical Tests of Evidence: 
 
  A. General Tests (C.A.R.S.): 
   1. Is the evidence CLEAR?  (Exactly what does it mean?) 
   2. Is the evidence ACCURATE (Is it true to a high enough degree of probability)? 
    a. Is it consistent with itself, in context, and with other known evidence? 
    b. Is it the latest available? 
    c. Is it verifiable (documented, etc.)? 

d. Is it cumulative? 
1.) Is it from a variety of sources? 
2.) Are there various types of evidence? 

   3. Is it RELEVANT? (Does it really relate, in a strict sense, to what it is supposed to prove?) 
 4. Is it SIGNIFICANT? 
    a. Is there enough evidence? 
    b. Is too much claimed for it? 
 
  B. Source Tests (Verification/Qualification/Motivation): 
   1. Tests of SOURCE VERIFICATION (EXACTLY WHO SAID EXACTLY WHAT?) 
    a. Is the source clearly identified? 
    b. Is there a likelihood of accidental or intentional distortion of what the source said? 
   2. Tests of SOURCE QUALIFICATION (Competence) 
    a. Is the source competent? 
     1.) Does the source have relevant official signs of authority/expertise? 
     2.) Is the source well regarded by others in the field? 
     3.) Does the source's view represent a consensus in his or her field? 
    b. Does the source have a history of reliability?  
   3. Tests of SOURCE MOTIVATION 
    a. Is the source disinterested (no personal stake in the matter)? 
    b. Is the source free to report accurately? 
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