
Argumentation/Communication Studies 104                                                      CTV – Critically Thinking Voter Assignment
     
1.  Best of Four Candidate Match Component  

 
 From the 2020 Presidential Election Candidate Quiz, or ISideWith.COM, linked to the class website, take the quiz to find 

out how closely the four major candidates for President approximate your positions on public policy issues.   Attach one 
page from a printout (or screenshot, etc.) showing the results. 

 
2.  Anatomy of Argument about 2020 California Ballot Measures Component 

 
From the California General Election November 3, 2020 Official Voter Information Guide, or a related website linked to 
the course webpage, choose the analysis on three different propositions.  For each, create an example of an extended 
argument between two parties to illustrate the following concepts:  status quo, presumption, proposition, prima facie 
case, burden of proof, burden of refutation, burden of rebuttal.  (Definitions of those terms are not required for this 
assignment.)  Example: 

Proposition 64, Marijuana Legalization 
 

Status Quo:  Use of Marijuana for non-medical purposes is illegal in California. 
 
Presumption: Use of Marijuana for non-medical purposes should remain illegal in California, until proven 
otherwise. 
 
Proposition: Marijuana use for non-medical purposes should be legalized in California.  
 
Burden of Proof: Prima Facie Case and the Rebuttal examples below comprise an example of meeting the Burden 

of Proof. 
 
Prima Facie Case:  (NOTE – for this assignment, just list several clear and relevant arguments from the website 

analysis.) 
 

1. With legalization under Proposition 64, marijuana can be regulated to increase product safety and deny 
access to children. 

2. Passage of Proposition 64 will help California government financially through billions of dollars in 
increased tax revenues and reduced criminal justice costs. 

3. With this change in California law, thousands of people a year will be saved from the ruinous effects of 
arrest, conviction, and imprisonment. 

 
Refutation: 
 

1. Highway fatalities among those driving under the influence of marijuana (and among their innocent 
victims) will greatly increase. 

2. Children could be influenced to use marijuana because ads for the drug could legally be shown on TV. 
3. Colorado had an increase in organized crime after legalizing marijuana, and this law would allow 

convicted heroin and meth dealers to legally sell the drug. 
 
Rebuttal: 
 

1. Proposition 64 would allocate hundreds of millions of dollars to law enforcement to reduce unsafe driving. 
2. Ads for marijuana on TV would still be illegal under federal law, and this law contains strict child 

protections. 
3. Proposition 64 makes public health and safety-first priority in determining who gets a marijuana business 

license, and savings of billions of dollars in wasted law enforcement costs will contribute to public safety. 
 

3.  Why I Voted for  ________ (or would have, if I voted) Component 
 

Using sources linked to the class website like Project Votesmart, write an explanation (at least one page typed) 
explaining why you would vote for a particular candidate.  Justify your choice with reasoning based only on the 
candidate’s stand on public policy issues (i.e., do not reference personal qualities or conduct of a candidate for this 
analysis).  The explanation should be paragraph form (think short essay, or longer if you want).  Note: if personal 
qualities or conduct of a candidate did determine your vote, you may explain why you would have voted for a particular 
candidate if your vote were based solely on public policy issues. 
 



     SOURCES FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT, at http://mckissicka.faculty.mjc.edu/Resources.html 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


