
Comm 104 

Logical Fallacies Assignment 

 

Relevant reading:  pages 65-70, white pages, in the current edition of the Argumentation Handbook. 

 

• Find 10 Logical Fallacies from the indicated mass media sources on the Research 

Resources page from the course website – see below. 

• Do NOT use Questionable Premise. 

• Find examples of ten other types of Logical Fallacies from the sources indicated that are 

linked to the class website.   Make sure you have ten different logical fallacies covered. 

• Explain each of the examples to the point the fallacy you claim is clear. 

• Clearly document the source of each example, including a link to the example.  When 

using an example from a political debate on the SAMPLE ARGUMENTS/DEBATE page, 

cite the time-stamp for when the fallacy occurred.  Also, provide a link to the source. 

Example: 

 

Ad Hominem: Tu Quoque Fallacy. 

From the September 29, 2020 Fox News Broadcast of the First Presidential Debate:  

At 27:09 into the First Presidential Debate between Donald Trump and Joe Biden on 

September 29, 2020, Donald Trump used the Tu Quoque fallacy.  Biden had just said in 

reference to Trump’s handling of the Covid pandemic that “a lot more people are going to 

die unless he gets a lot smarter…”  In response, Trump proceeded to insult Biden’s 

intelligence, claiming that Biden graduated last in his class, etc., and saying “There is 

nothing smart about you, Joe.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yW8nIA33-zY 

 

 

                          (See the student example of the completed assignment below.) 



Use the sources indicated below for the Research Resources page of the course website. 
(http://mckissicka.faculty.mjc.edu/Resources.html) 
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Logical Fallacies Assignment 
 

 
1. Ad hominem fallacy: Tu Quoque 

 

From the October 08, 2018 Capradio broadcast “California Gubernatorial Debate” by Scott Shafer: 

 

At 14:30 into the recording, John Cox delivered a rebuttal to the moderator on the topic of past statements he made 

where he advocated for a federal amendment barring same-sex marriage. In his rebuttal, John Cox remarks “I’ve 

evolved on those issues, and frankly just like Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton, who both opposed gay 

marriage...they evolved to.” This is an ad hominem, tu quoque fallacy because John Cox, a Republican, is accusing 

Obama and Hillary, Democrats, of being as culpable as he is. 

 

http://www.capradio.org/news/special/california-gubernatorial-debate/2018/10/08/2018-california-govern 

 

2. Glittering Generality Fallacy 

 

From the October 08, 2018 Capradio broadcast “California Gubernatorial Debate” by Scott Shafer: 

 

At 30:00 into the recording, Gavin Newsom delivered a rebuttal to John Cox on the topic of gun control, referencing 

a remark Cox made about California families. In his rebuttal, Newsom says “But those same families should have the 

right to drop their kids off at school without worrying about weapons of war being used by someone.” This is a 

glittering generality fallacy because “weapons of war” is a richly emotive term, in addition to being vague, as a 

weapon of war could be any kind of weapon. 

 

http://www.capradio.org/news/special/california-gubernatorial-debate/2018/10/08/2018-california-govern 

 

3. Concurrency Fallacy 

 

From the October 04, 2016 C-Span broadcast “Vice Presidential Debate” by Elanki Hano: 

 

At 12:49 into the recording, Mike Pence delivered a response on the question of the national debt and whether adding 

to it would be cause for concern for the country. In his response, Pence says “I think the fact that under this past 

administration, of which Hillary Clinton was a part, we’ve almost doubled the national debt, is atrocious.” This is a 

concurrency fallacy because Pence is implying that Hillary is the cause for the debt because she was employed in 

government at the same time the debt was rising. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFLaa_Pvh8c&list=WL&index=6&t=779s 



 

4. Transfer Fallacy 

 

From the October 04, 2016 C-Span broadcast “Vice Presidential Debate” by Elanki Hano: 

 

At 2:17 into the recording, Tim Cain delivered a response on the question of what qualifies them to be fit for the role 

of vice president. In his response, Cain says “65 years ago, Barbara Johns led a walk out of her high school protesting 

school segregation...She believed our nation was stronger together.” This is a transfer fallacy because Cain made an 

irrelevant association between protesting segregation and Hillary Clinton’s campaign slogan, with the purpose of 

transferring positive feelings from one to the other. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFLaa_Pvh8c&list=WL&index=6&t=779s 

 

5. Name Calling Fallacy 

 

From the September 24, 2018 Turlock Journal broadcast “CA-10 Debate” by Christina Hacker: 

 

At 4:15 into the recording, Jeff Denham delivered his opening statement on the topic of securing water resources for 

residents in California district 10. In his statement, Denham remarks “we call him Bay Area Harder because he aligns 

himself with the bay area and their issues...I’m not for the bay area.” This is a name calling fallacy because Denham 

is using invective, insulting remarks, i.e. “bay area harder,” to attack Josh, while distracting from the relevant issue of 

water consumption. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=177&v=pZa2DOc1Lok 

 

6. Ad Hominem Fallacy: Poisoning the Well 

 

From the September 24, 2018 Turlock Journal Broadcast “CA-10 Debate” by Christina Hacker: 

 

At 2:23, 2:48, 3:20, and 3:36 into the recording, Josh Harder delivered his opening statement on the topic of securing 

water resources for residents in California district 10. In his statement, Josh made several attacks on Denham’s record, 

for example: “our congressman cast a vote to fast track the delta tunnels...he did that after taking thousands of dollars 

from farmers down in southern California.” This is poisoning the well fallacy because the arguer, Denham, is being 

attacked before he has a chance to argue.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=177&v=pZa2DOc1Lok 

 

 

 



7. Fallacious Appeal to the People Fallacy 

 

From the September 27, 2016 CBS News broadcast “First presidential debate” by Lester Holt: 

 

At 4:55 into the recording, Donald Trump delivered his opening statement on the topic of job growth and income 

inequality. In his statement, Trump remarks “Our jobs are fleeing the country. They’re going to Mexico, they’re going 

to many other countries. You look at what China is doing to our country in terms of making our product.” This is a 

fallacious appeal to people because he is using the popular fear that people have of American jobs being shipped 

overseas to elicit uncritical acceptance of his argument.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7gDXtRS0jo&list=WL&index=7&t=901s 

 

8. Accent Fallacy 

 

From the September 27, 2016 CBS News broadcast “First presidential debate” by Lester Holt: 

 

At 47:10 into the recording, Hillary Clinton delivered a rebuttal to Trump on the topic of bridging the divide between 

police and minority communities. In her rebuttal, Hillary says “It’s really unfortunate that he paints such a dire, 

negative picture of black communities in our country.” This is an accent fallacy because she’s distorting Trump’s 

comments on minorities living in inner cities by taking them out of context, and emphasizing the negative remarks in 

his description over his positive remarks. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7gDXtRS0jo&list=WL&index=7&t=901s 

 

9. Faulty Analogy 

 

From the January 22, 2020 Modesto Bee broadcast “Debate at the State” by Brian Fark: 

 

At 59:20 into the recording, Maria Livengood delivered a response on the question of whether climate change is real. 

In her response, Livengood says “you can pull out a farmer’s almanac, you can look at the Bible for references, but 

the climate has been changing.” This is a faulty analogy fallacy because the references to changes in the Earth as 

observed in the Bible, and past changes in the climate noted in almanacs, may be different in critical ways to the 

current climate change and its causes. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3eFsvSgr40&list=WL&index=5&t=0s 

 

 

 

 



10. Overgeneralization Fallacy 

 

From the January 22, 2020 Modesto Bee broadcast “Debate at the State” by Brian Fark: 

 

At 1:01:04 into the recording, Ryan Blevins delivered a response on the question of whether climate change is real. In 

his response, Blevins says “climate change is a serious threat to the valley...so we need to take radical measures, and I 

support nuclear as one of those options. Nuclear is safe and it is the most efficient energy power source we have.” 

This is an overgeneralization fallacy because his claim includes an assumption that all nuclear energy is safe, so it 

must be safe for our locality. This is not allowing for exceptions. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3eFsvSgr40&list=WL&index=5&t=0s 
 
 
 
 


