
Questionable Premise Assignment                                                   Comm 104/Argumentation 
 

Requirements: 

• Provide 10 examples of the Questionable Premise fallacy from the fact-check websites on the 
Research Resources page linked to the course webpage – see the graphic below.    

• Use at least three different fact-checking websites.   
• Use a different persuader for each example (e.g., Donald Trump or Joe Biden only once), ten 

altogether.  You may use one example from an anonymous source (e.g., an unattributed 
message published on Facebook that is fact-checked). 

• For each example, provide the title and author of the article, an explanation of why the 
persuader’s reasoning is a questionable premise (untrue or doubtful information). Also, include 
a link to the article.  See the student example in below. 

            http://mckissicka.faculty.mjc.edu/Resources.html 
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Ten Questionable Premises Assignment 
 
1. From the January 24, 2020 FactCheck.org article “False Claim Ukraine Got Aid Before Schedule” by 
D’Angelo Gore: 
 

President Donald Trump claimed in a January 22, 2020 statement that “Now, here’s the other thing: 
They [Ukraine] got their money long before schedule. They got all their money.” According to the article, 
FactCheck found that the Department of Defense still had not disbursed more than $35 million of its $250 
million in security assistance for Ukraine. And, as of this past December, there were still $20 million in 
un-obligated defense funds. 
 

https://www.factcheck.org/2020/01/false-claim-ukraine-got-aid-before-schedule/ 
 
2. From the January 06, 2020 Politifact article “Biden continues to recast his comments to Obama about 
bin Laden raid.” By Amy Sherman: 
 

Former Vice President Joe Biden claimed in a January 03, 2020 statement “No, I didn’t. I didn’t.," 
referring to whether or not he told then President Obama not to go after Osama bin Laden. According to 
the article, Politifact found that In January 2012 at a Democratic congressional retreat concerning bin 
Laden, Biden suggested Obama not to go through with it. A claim confirmed by White House spokesman 
Jay Carney, and Obama when he remarked during a debate his vice president opposing the raid. 
 

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/jan/06/joe-biden/biden-continues-recast-his-comments-obam 
 
3. From the January 07, 2020 FactCheck.org article “Pence Links Iran’s Soleimani to 9/11 Attacks” 
By D'Angelo Gore: 
 

Vice President Mike Pence claimed in a January 03, 2020 tweet that “Iranian Gen. Qasem Soleimani 
assisted in the clandestine travel to Afghanistan of 10 of the 12 terrorists who carried out the September 
11 terrorist attacks in the United States.” According to the article, FactCheck found that the 9/11 
Commission Report not only makes no mention of Soleimani, but there’s no evidence that Iran was 
involved with, or had prior knowledge of, the terrorist organization’s plans to attack the 9/11 attacks.  
 

https://www.factcheck.org/2020/01/pence-links-irans-soleimani-to-9-11-attacks/ 
 
4. From the December 12, 2019 Politifact article “Pete Buttigieg wrongly claims South Bend’s black 
poverty rate fell more than half” by Miriam Valverde: 
 

Former Mayor Pete Buttigieg claimed in a December 09, 2019 interview “"I'm proud of the fact that 
black poverty fell by more than half on my watch." Referring to his term as South bin Indiana mayor. 
According to the article, Politifact found that the statistics Pete quoted were exaggerated. The Census 
Bureau poverty data reports that while he is right about the decline, the most favorable metric shows a 
decline of about 39%. Another metric shows substantially less improvement, 6% 
 

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2019/dec/12/pete-buttigieg/fact-checking-pete-buttigieg-south-ben 
 
 



 
5. From the October 29, 2019 FactCheck.org article “Not Twitter Intel” by Robert Farley: 
 

National Security Adviser Robert O’Brien claimed in an October 27, 2019 interview that “the SDF’s 
doing a pretty good job of keeping the ISIS fighters in the camps.” referring to a foreign statistic of a high 
projected prisoner loss being twitter Intel. According to the article, FactCheck found that the figure is 
provided by the secretary of defense and a top official in the State Department, and confirmed by Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper who said “a little bit more than 100 have escaped.” 
 

https://www.factcheck.org/2019/10/not-twitter-intel/ 
 
6. From the March 22, 2019 Politifact article “Did African-American incarceration drop 65% under Amy 
Klobuchar?” By Louis Jacobson: 
 

Senator Amy Klobachar claimed in a March 17, 2019 interview “There was a 65 percent decrease in 
incarceration of African-Americans when you go from the beginning of my term to the end." Referring to 
her term as state attorney. According to the article, Politifact found that the data Amy was referencing 
was compromised, and what decrease there was could more likely be attributed to a combination of 
factors, such as changes in policing practices, as well as increased availability of treatment programs. 
 

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2019/mar/22/amy-klobuchar/did-african-american-incarceration-dr 
 
7 From the October 23, 2019 FactCheck.org article “Mulvaney’s Spin on Ukraine Aid” by Lori 
Robertson:  
 

Acting Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney claimed in an October 20, 2019 interview that “Once those two 
things were cleared, the money flowed. There was never any connection between the flow of money and 
the server.” in response to being questioned about security aid to Ukraine. According to the article, 
FactCheck found that text messages and testimony from other government officials and a May letter from 
the Defense Department approving the release of funds to Ukraine contradict his argument. 
 

https://www.factcheck.org/2019/10/mulvaneys-spin-on-ukraine-aid/ 
 
8. From the October 15, 2019 Politifact article “In phony Facebook ad, Warren said most TV networks 
will refuse ads with a 'lie' but that’s wrong.” By Amy Sherman:  
 

Senator Elizabith Warren claimed in a October 10, 2019 Facebook ad “"If Trump tries to lie in a TV ad, 
most networks will refuse to air it. But Facebook just cashes Trump’s checks." According to the article, 
Politifact found that most TV networks will refuse to air a political campaign ad that contains falsehoods. 
The same law doesn’t apply to cable networks or to PAC ads, including Facebook, who as a private 
unregulated platform, gets to make its own rules. 
 

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2019/oct/15/elizabeth-warren/phony-facebook-ad-warren-said-mo 
 
 
 
 
 



9. From the October 03, 2019 Fact Checker article “Pompeo’s Four-Pinocchio spin on Trump and 
Ukraine” by Salvador Rizzo: 
 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo claimed in a September 22, 2019 interview that “I have no idea if that 
has any foundation whatsoever.” and “I think I saw a statement from the Ukrainian foreign minister 
yesterday, said there was no pressure applied in the course of the conversation.” in response to questions 
concerning his knowledge of Trump’s phone call with Zelensky. According to the article, Fact Checker 
found that Pompeo was on the call in question, and had full knowledge of what transpired.  
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/10/03/pompeos-four-pinocchio-spin-trump-ukraine/ 
 
10. From the September 06, 2019 Politifact article “Andrew Yang revives debunked claim about Green 
New Deal killing air travel” By John Kruzel: 
 

Businessman Andrew Yang claimed in a September 04, 2019 statement “they are right that we need to 
take urgent action, but the timeline that they put out there would do away with commercial air travel.” 
Referring to the Green New Deal. According to the article, Politifact found that the Green New Deal 
makes no mention of airplanes at all. What discussion there is of air travel is overhauling transportation 
systems to remove pollution and greenhouse gas emissions where feasible, not eliminating them. 
 

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2019/sep/06/andrew-yang/andrew-yang-revives-debunked-claim-a 


